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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Orrell. 

July,  1955. 

T o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Orrell  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  Orrell  for  the  year  1954.  It  has  been  compiled,  as  in 

previous  years,  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Committee  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration  which  they  have  always 
displayed  towards  tme.  I  would  also  like  to  express  my  thanks 
to  the  Officials  of  the  Council  and  especially  to  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  A.  F.  Green,  for  valuable  help  and  co-operation 
received  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  Potter, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  Acres 

Population  (Preliminary  Census  1951)  . . 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population  (Mid-1954) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  : — 

(a)  Census  1931 

(b)  End  of  1953  according  to  Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


1,617 

9,317 

9,490 

1,682 

3,C43 

£41,53 

£161 


Orrell  is  a  residential  district  in  an  agricultural  area  with  middle 
and  working  class  houses  built  largely  along  the  main  roads  and 
backed  by  farm  lands. 


Coal  mining,  engineering  and  the  cotton  industry  afford  the  chief 
employment.  They  are  situated  mainly  outside  the  area. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

/  Legitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

124  .. 

65  . . 

59 

Li\e  Births  |  Illegitimate 

•  •  •  • 

3  .. 

—  . . 

3 

Total 

•  •  •  •  *  « 

127  .. 

65  .. 

62 

Still  Births 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8  .. 

6  .. 

2 

Total 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8  .. 

6  .. 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  \ 

Legitimate 

4  .  . 

3  .  . 

1 

one  year  of  age  \ 

Illegitimate 

—  . . 

-  . . 

— 

Total 

4  .. 

3  . . 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  j 

Legitimate  . . 

4  .. 

3  .. 

1 

4  weeks  of  age  ( 

Illegitimate  . . 

— 

—  . . 

— 

Total 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4  .. 

3  .. 

1 

Total  No.  of  Deaths 

•  »  •  •  •  • 

103  . . 

55  . . 

48 

Adjusted  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  . .  13.5 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales..  ..  ..  15.2 

Adjusted  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  11.7 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales..  ..  ..  11.3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  59  0 


The  following  is  a  statement  showing  comparative  statistics  for  the  years  1949-1954. 
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Adjusted  Live  Birth-rate  (comparability  factor,  1.01)  ..  ..  ..  ..  13.5  per  1,000. 

Death-rate  (comparability  factor,  1.08) . 11.7  per  1,000. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death  and  the 
number  of  deaths  during  1954  compared  with  the  figures  for  1953  : — 


Table  II. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

Tuberculosis,  other 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 
Cancer 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  .. 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . . 
Ulcer  o,  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortions 
Congenital  Malformations  . . 

Accident,  Suicide  and  other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


1954.  1953. 

2  - 


12 


1 

16 


12 

16 

2 

21 

3 


12 

9 

18 

3 


1 

5 


3 

6 


1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

20 


1 

2 

1 

3 

15 


103  . .  90 


Totals . . 


0 


2. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Arrangements.-— Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out  by  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Wigan  Infirmary  and  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Ambulance  Services. — Infectious,  non-infectious,  accident  and 
maternity  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  Motor  Ambulances  belonging 
to  the  Wigan  Corporation  under  an  agency  agreement  with  the  Lan¬ 
cashire  County  Council. 

The  arrangements  are  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. — No  action  was  taken  under 
section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

3. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. — The  bulk  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  district  is 
now  obtained  from  the  Council’s  own  undertaking  at  Dean  Wood 
Waterworks.  The  supply,  which  is  derived  from  a  disused  mine 
shaft,  has  continued  to  be  constant  in  quality  and  quantity.  One 
sample  of  untreated  water  and  one  sample  of  treated  water  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  and  in 
each  case  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  In  addition  one  sample 
of  water  was  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  this  also  was  reported 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Sewage  is  treated  by  Wigan  County 
Borough  at  their  sewage  disposal  works  at  Hoscar. 

There  is  an  area  comprising  approximately  50  houses  in  the  Abbey 
Lakes  area  not  drained  to  the  public  sewrer  due  to  being  below  the 
level  of  the  present  sewerage  system.  Sewage  disposal  at  these  houses 
is  by  means  of  small  septic  tanks  and  filters,  almost  all  of  which  are 
situated  in  the  gardens  of  the  houses,  the  effluent  from  these  installa¬ 
tions  discharges  into  the  Dean  Brook  via  the  Council’s  surface  water 
sewer  in  Orrell  Road. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. — 

No.  of  Privy  Middens  in  the  district .  17 

,,  Closets  attached  to  Privy  Middens  . .  . .  19 

,,  Pail  Closets  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  l 

,,  Freshwater  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,189 

,,  Waste  Water  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

,,  Dry  Ashpits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

,,  Moveable  Ashbins  .  .  . .  . .  . .  3,100 

,,  Houses  on  Water  Carriage  System  . .  . .  2,988 
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The  few  remaining  privy  middens  are  either  at  sub-standard 
properties  or  are  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  drained 
to  the  public  sewer.  During  the  year  3  privy  middens  serving  6 
dwelling  houses  were  converted  to  6  water  closets  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council  contributing 
one  half  of  the  cost  of  the  work. 

Collection  of  refuse  from  privy  middens  was  at  almost  regular 
fortnightly  intervals  during  1954,  and  no  serious  nuisance  was  reported. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  department 
now  consists  of  two  side  loading  7  cubic  yard  Karrier  Bantam  refuse 
collecting  vehicles.  Each  vehicle  which  is  manned  by  the  driver  and 
three  loaders,  wTorks  half  of  the  district.  The  driver  of  each  vehicle 
acts  as  chargehand  and  also  assists  in  loading.  Household  refuse  is 
now  collected  at  regular  weekly  intervals,  except,  of  course,  during 
holiday  periods  and  in  times  of  heavy  snow  falls,  and  the  service  com¬ 
pares  very  favourably  with  that  of  any  other  Local  Authority  in  the 
area. 

A  further  service  provided  by  the  Council  and  one  which  greatly 
increases  the  efficiency  of  the  department  is  the  renewal  of  worn  out 
refuse  receptacles  at  all  dwelling  houses  in  the  district.  During  1954 
200  such  dustbins  were  replaced. 

k 

Collection  of  waste  paper  was  confined  for  the  major  proportion 
of  the  year  to  regular  collections  from  shops  and  17  J  tons  was  collected 
and  sold  for  a  total  of  £113.  Towards  the  end  of  1954  some  waste  paper 
was  being  collected  from  householders,  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  this 
means  of  salvage  collection  during  1955.  One  man  is  employed  as 
part-time  salvage  baler,  the  rest  of  his  time  being  spent  on  tip  control. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  along  Captains  Clough  on  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  district,  and  although  controlled  tipping  is 
not  carried  out  within  the  true  meaning  of  the  phrase  due  to  the  contours 
of  the  area  and  to  a  lack  of  covering  material,  some  measure  of  control 
is  exercised.  Unfortunately  the  area  becomes  an  unauthorised  play¬ 
ground  for  children  and  youths  during  the  summer  months  and  much 
damage  is  caused,  particularly  at  week-ends.  Refuse  is  deposited  in 
the  brook,  fires  are  lighted  and  in  a  number  of  instances  the  fires 
have  spread  into  the  tip  causing  much  extra  work  and  inconvenience. 
A  further  nuisance  which  has  occurred  has  been  the  breaking  of  fences 
and  gates  allowing  cattle  and  horses  to  stray  onto  the  streets.  During 
the  year  four  locks  were  fitted  to  the  tip  gate  and  each  one  was  stolen 
or  damaged.  Fortunately  the  area  is  nearing  completion,  and  the 
Council  are  considering  other  sites  which  should  be  easier  to  control. 
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Summary  of  Dustbins,  Ashpits  and  Privies  Emptied,  and  Loads 
of  Refuse  Removed  during  the  Year . 


1954. 

1953. 

No.  of  Ashpits  and  Privies  Emptied  . . 

439 

257 

,,  Dustbins  Emptied 

137,610 

..  67,047 

Loads  of  Refuse  Removed 

1,965 

.  .  1,546 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the 

Area. 

No.  of  Premises  Visited  . . 

•  • 

1 ,033 

,,  Nuisances  Discovered 

•  • 

295 

,,  Nuisances  Abated 

•  • 

240 

,,  Informal  Notices  Served 

•  • 

106 

,,  Statutory  Notices  Served 

•  • 

21 

,,  Legal  Proceedings  instituted  . . 

•  • 

Nil 

The  following  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 


Housing  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  375 

Sanitary  Conveniences  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  90 

Drainage  . .  . .  . 226 

Accumulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Paving  of  Yards  and  Passages  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Keeping  of  Animals  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Inns .  10 

Workplaces  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Enquiries  after  Infectious  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Refuse  Collection  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  #  #  54 

Refuse  Disposal  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  _  32 

Dirty  &/or  Verminous  Premises  . .  . .  . .  26 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  ..  ..  . .  ..  . .  ..  ##  1 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  57 


Schools. — The  six  schools  in  the  district  are  all  supplied  with  a 
piped  water  supply  from  the  public  mains  and  five  are  provided 
with  separate  water  closets  with  separate  provision  for  flushing.  At 
one  school,  however,  automatic  flushing  of  the  closets  still  exist,  at 
another  there  is  insufficient  accommodation,  senior  girls  at  the  school 
having  to  use  the  same  block  of  water  closets  as  infant  boys. 


Offensive  Trades.— There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district 
nor  any  premises  in  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured. 
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Factories. — There  were  29  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
1954.  Of  these  nine  were  factories  where  no  mechanical  power  was 
used,  15  were  factories  with  mechanical  power,  and  five  were  sites  of 
building  operations.  Forty-seven  inspections  were  made  and  only  one 
informal  notice  had  to  be  served.  One  notification  of  a  factory  in  need 
of  cleansing  was  received  from  H.M.  Factory  Inspector  ;  this  com¬ 
plaint  was  investigated  and  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  remedied. 


Rodent  Control. — One  part-time  operative  (a  member  of  the  Sur¬ 
veyor’s  staff)  is  employed  on  rodent  control  work  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  following  work  of  inspection  and  treat¬ 
ment  was  carried  out  during  1954  : — 


Local  Authority  premises 
Dwelling  houses 
Business  premises 
Agricultural  properties .  . 


Inspected.  Treated. 

Rats.  Mice. 

9  3  ..  — 

75  ..  23  ..  11 

66  .  .  1  .  .  2 

2  ..  —  ..  — 


In  addition  two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  in  the  Sandy 
Lane  Jubilee  Avenue  Area. 


Disinfestation. — The  few  complaints  received  of  vermin  infesta¬ 
tions  were  in  respect  of  the  common  black  ant  or  of  coakroaches.  Two 
premises  were  treated  for  the  destruction  of  cockroaches  and  advise 
and  assistance  was  given  to  the  householders  for  the  eradication  of 
ants. 


Housing. — This  important  part  of  environmental  health  work 
continued  to  demand  a  considerable  amount  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
time  and  the  repair  of  houses  was  not  accomplished  without  difficulty. 
Much  delay  is  experienced  in  securing  necessary  repairs  although  in 
quite  a  number  of  cases  this  is  due  not  to  the  owners  of  the  property 
concerned  but  to  delay  by  the  Contractor.  All  works  of  repair  to 
dwelling  houses  are  secured  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Act 
and  no  work  is  done  under  section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Three  dwelling  houses  were  rendered  fit  by  the  owners  after  action 
had  been  instituted  under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  two 
houses  were  closed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  and 
the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  and  demoli¬ 
tion  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  two  further  houses. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent 
Act,  1954,  on  August  1st,  a  start  was  made  in  carrying  out  a  preliminary 
survey  of  the  area  to  determine,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  the  numbers 
of  houses  requiring  repair  under  section  9  of  the  principal  act  or 
demolition  order  or  clearance  order  procedure. 
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Eight  applications  were  received  for  certificates  of  disrepair  under 
the  provisions  of  the  new'  Act.  vertificates  were  granted  in  every  case, 
one  house  was  rendered  fit  in  consequence  and  the  certificate  revoked 
on  the  application  of  the  owner  \  in  six  cases  the  owners  withdrew 
notices  of  rent  increases  after  being  served  by  the  tenants  with  the 
certificates  of  disrepair,  and  in  the  final  case  the  matter  was  still  out¬ 
standing  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Tents ,  T  cins  and  Sheds.  There  are  no  camping  sites  within  the 
district  and  no  moveable  dwellings  were  licensed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year.  One  caravan,  even  though  an  application  by  the 
owner  for  licensing  has  been  refused  by  the  Council  was  still  stationed 
on  unlicensed  land  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.— There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Atmospheric  Pollution.— There  is  only  one  large  steam  raising 
plant  within  the  district  and  no  nuisance  arose  from  this  source.  Bv 
far  the  greatest  source  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  the  domestic  chimney 
and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  factory  chimneys  situated  outside  the  area. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— There  are  no  common  lodging  houses 
and  no  houses  let  in  lodgings  within  the  district. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1  {a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  formally  or  in¬ 

formally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . . 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal  made  for  the 
purpose . 

2  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

( b )  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

3  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

4  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 

Service  of  Formal  Notice 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  .  .  55 


98 

375 

9 

20 

9 

52 
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,3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the 

Year. 

{a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1 .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after  service  of  formal 
notices,  were  rendered  fit : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  ..  Nil. 

(6)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  .  .  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

(б)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

( d )  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenements  or  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  . .  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IY.  Overcrowding. 

{a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  . .  9 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  . .  29 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . .  16 
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5.  Housing  Act,  1949. 


Schemes  of  Schemes  of 
private  bodies  local 
or  individuals,  authority. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  Schemes  submitted  : — 


{a)  by  private  individual  to  local  authority 
(6)  by  local  authority  to  Ministry 
(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  or  other 
buildings  affected 

( b )  (1)  Number  of  schemes  approved  by  Ministry 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  or  other  build¬ 
ings  affected 

(3)  Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings  to 
be  provided  under  these  approved  schemes 

(c)  Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings  actually 
completed  during  the  year 

( d )  Any  other  action  taken 


Nil. 

. .  Nil. 

Nil. 

..  Nil. 

Nil. 

. .  Nil. 

Nil. 

. .  Nil. 

Nil. 

..  Nil. 

Nil. 

. .  Nil. 

Nil. 

. .  Nil. 

Nil. 

. .  Nil. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


1.  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  district  at 
the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Type  of  Business.  No. 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  .  .  .  .  36 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  (inc.  those  selling  wet 

fish,  game,  etc.)  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  7 

Fishmongers  (incl.  those  selling  poultry,  game,  etc.)  — 

Meat  Shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and 

preserved  meats,  tripe  etc.)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  H 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  g 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals, 

ice-cream,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  8 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Canteens,  Restaurants, 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  similar  Catering  establishments  24 
Others  .  2 


2.  No.  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  section  14  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  under  local  acts  : — 


Type  of  Business. 


Ice  Cream  Manufacturing  Premises  .  . 
Ice  Cream — Sale  and/or  storage 
Preserved  Food  Premises 


No.  of 

No.  registered  inspections 

at  31/12/54.  made  during 

the  year. 

1  ..  20 

17  ..  21 

3  . .  19 
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3.  The  following  number  of  inspections  of  food  premises  other 
than  those  referred  to  above,  were  made  during  the  year  : — 


Bakehouses 

35 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Canteens 

4 

Grocers’  Shops 

35 

Butchers’  Shops 

55 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

3 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

3 

All  premises  where  food  for  human  consumption 

was  manu- 

factured,  stored  or  sold,  were  regularly  visited  and  were  generally 
found  to  be  very  satisfactory.  No  serious  breach  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  or  of  the  Clean  Food  Byelaws  occurred  and  any  minor 
infringements  were  remedied  without  recourse  to  statutory  action. 
The  greater  proportion  of  shopkeepers  and  other  persons  handling 
food  were  anxious  to  conduct  their  premises  in  a  hygienic  manner 
and  were  co-operative,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  protection  of 
food  from  contamination  from  flies.  Unfortunately,  however,  it  must 
again  be  noted  that  there  were  cases  where  the  attractive  and 
expensive  glass  show  cases  provided  for  the  protection  of  unwrapped 
foods  were  used  for  the  display  of  adequately  wrapped  goods. 

4.  The  following  articles  of  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  destroyed  on  being  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Liquid  Egg 

•  • 

•  • 

252  lb. 

Tinned  Ham 

.  . 

•  • 

55|1b. 

Tinned  Ox  Tongue 

.  . 

•  • 

I2f  fb. 

Cured  Ham 

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

•  • 

14  lb. 

Bacon 

. . 

25  lb. 

Luncheon  Meat 

.  . 

•  • 

4  lb. 

Corned  Beef 

.  . 

2J  1b. 

Stewed  Steak  . 

.  . 

•  • 

1  lb. 

Apricot  Pulp 

The  hearts,  livers,  lungs  of  two  Pigs. 

•  • 

5  lb. 

Condemned  food  was 
,  or  by  burying  at  the 

disoosed  of  by  incineration 
Council’s  refuse  tip. 

wherever 
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5.  Milk  and  Dairies. — The  following  licences  were  issued  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial 
Cream)  Act,  1950,  and  Regulations  under  the  Act : — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  : — 

No.  of  Dairies  on  the  Register  .  .  . .  . .  1 

No.  of  Milk  Distributors  on  Register  . .  . .  36 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  (including  Supple¬ 
mentary  Licences)  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  H 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949  : — 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  (including  Supple¬ 
mentary  Licences)  Pasteurised  Milk  . .  . .  11 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued — Sterilised  Milk  . .  36 

Samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from  retailers  within  the  district ; 
the  results  of  the  examinations  were  as  follows  : — 


Results. 


(a) 

No.  of 
samples. 

Raw  Milk. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

U  nsatis- 
factory. 

(i)  Tuberculosis  :  Biological 
tests 

5  . 

.  5 

(ii)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Tests . 

6 

4 

2 

(b) 

Pasteurised  Milk  : 

(i)  Tuberculosis :  Biological 
tests 

2 

.  2  .  . 

(ii)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Tests 

4 

.  4  .. 

(iii)  Phosphatase  Test.  . 

4  . 

.  4  .. 

— 

(c) 

Sterilised  Milk  : 

(i)  Turbidity  test 

1 

.  1  .. 

— 

6.  Ice  Cream. — There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream 
with  premises  within  the  district  and  15  premises  where  ice  cream  is 
sold.  At  only  two  premises  is  loose  ice  cream  sold. 

Four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  All  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  I. 
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7.  Meat. — With  the  de-control  of  the  slaughtering  of  animals 
intended  for  food  for  human  consumption  in  July  the  responsibility 
for  ensuring  that  adequate  slaughtering  facilities  existed  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  local  authority.  Prior  to  the  introduction  of  meat 
rationing  there  had  been  two  licensed  slaughter-houses  within  the 
district,  one  of  which  fell  into  complete  disuse  and  for  which  no  applica¬ 
tion  for  re-licensing  was  received  by  the  Council.  One  applicationfor 
re-licensing  was,  however,  received  from  the  owner  of  the  other 
slaughterhouse  who  agreed  to  carry  out  any  necessary  repairs  and 
alterations  required  by  the  Council.  After  detailed  consideration  the 
Council  agreed  to  the  re-licensing  of  the  slaughterhouse  subject  to  (a) 
the  slaughterhouse  being  used  for  the  slaughter  of  animals,  the  meat 
of  which  wms  intended  for  retail  sale  only  from  the  applicant’s  shop, 
and  (b)  having  regard  to  the  size  and  situation  of  the  slaughterhouse 
the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  not  to  exceed  six  in  any  one  week. 
The  owner  agreed  to  these  conditions  and  has  strictly  adhered  to  them 
and  has  maintained  the  slaughterhouse  and  precincts  in  a  clean  con¬ 
dition.  All  manure  and  waste  offal  being  removed  from  the  premises 
regularly  immediately  after  slaughtering  has  been  completed. 

Regular  inspection  of  all  butchers’  shops  and  of  the  meat  found 
in  the  shops  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

8.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954. — Five  licences  to 
slaughter  animals  were  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1933 
and  two  licences  authorising  the  slaughter  of  all  animals  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1954. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever.- — There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year,  35  cases  against  only  21  cases 
during  1953.  None  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Diphtheria. — It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  for  the  seventh  year  in 
succession  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 

During  the  year  101  pre-school  children  and  17  school  children 
completed  the  full  course  of  primary  immunisation.  In  addition, 
190  children  were  given  a  secondary  reinforcing  injection. 

Pneumonia. — Two  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified,  and  there 
was  one  death. 

Measles. — Thirty-five  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  1954 
as  against  250  the  previous  year. 
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Whooping  Cough. — There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  whooping  cough,  6  notifications  against  73  in  1953. 

Cancer.  12  deaths  were  certified  as  being  due  to  cancer. 

Facilities  for  Radium  Treatment  for  Orrell  residents  is  available 
at  the  Radium  Institute,  Manchester,  and  at  the  Wigan  Infirmary 
which,  for  this  purpose,  is  a  sub-clinic  of  the  Manchester  centre. 

Food  Poisoning. — There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified. 

Disinfection.  If  the  need  for  steam  disinfection  arises  the 
apparatus  at  Wigan  Infirmary  may  be  utilised. 

Terminal  disinfection  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  carried 
out  by  the  Council  after  removal  of  infectious  persons  to  hospital 
or,  if  the  patient  is  nursed  at  home,  after  release  of  the  patient  from 
isolation.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  formaldehyde. 

Tuberculosis.  There  were  eight  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  two  new  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  notified 

during  1954.  There  were  two  deaths  from  the  disease. 

Notification  of  the  disease  is  satisfactory,  and  no  action  was 
necessary  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  relating  to 
the  compulsory  removal  of  persons  to  hospital. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  Orrell  cases  attend  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Millgate,  Wigan. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  of  the  disease  and  the 
deaths  in  age  groups. 


Tuberculosis. 

Age  Periods.  New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Years. 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

Non-  Non- 

Respir  atony.  Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

•  «  •  • 

-  -  . .  —  —  . .  —  - 

1 

- 

-  -  . .  -  -  . .  -  - 

2 

. .  -  — 

-  —  . .  —  —  . .  -  - 

5 

1 

—  -  . .  -  -  . .  -  - 

10 

. .  -  - 

—  —  . .  -  -  . .  -  - 

15 

. .  - 

-  -  . .  -  -  . .  -  - 

20 

- 

-  -  . .  -  -  . .  -  - 

25 

..  -  1 

-  1  - 

35 

..  2  - 

-  -  . .  -  —  . .  -  - 

45 

-  - 

-  . .  -  -  . .  - 

55 

..  1  -  .. 

-  -  ..11..-- 

65 

. .  2  1 

-  . .  - 

75  and 
upwards 

. . 

-  1  - 

6  2  . .  -  2  . .  1  1 


Totals 
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